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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PETRI).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 15, 2014.

I hereby appoint the Honorable THOMAS E.
PETRI to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2014, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m.

———————

23 IN 1—FABENS, TEXAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GALLEGO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, today
as we continue our journey through the
23rd District in which I take viewers
and listeners on a 1l-minute journey
through the district, through its towns,
its cities, its cultures, and its people,
this morning I have the great privilege
of highlighting Fabens, Texas.

Fabens is located in the Mission Val-
ley south of El Paso and, as of the 2010
census, had a population of 8,257 peo-
ple. It is about 30 miles southeast of El

Paso, located along the Rio Grande
River and I-10.

Known as the home of the Wildcats,
Fabens has long been a fierce compet-
itor and a rival of my own Alpine
Bucks. In fact, I still remember rather
vividly when Alpine lost the district
championship in football to Fabens my
senior year of high school in 1980. I
don’t think anyone in either Alpine or
Fabens has ever forgotten that football
game. Kids in Fabens are competitors,
whether in sports or academic competi-
tions, and their prowess is known far
and wide.

The history of the community itself
dates from the late 19th century,
though in 1665 a mission branch known
as San Francisco de los Sumas was es-
tablished just southeast of the future
site of Fabens. A stagecoach station
called San Felipe was in operation
about 3 miles northeast of the site be-
fore 1870.

In the 1870s, Teodoro and Epitacia Al-
varez owned a small farm on the actual
site of what is now Fabens. That farm
was known as the Mezquital. In 1887,
the town site was sold to E.S. Newman,
and the first permanent settler in what
is now Fabens became Eugenio Perez,
who came from San Elizario around
1900.

Mr. Perez himself owned a small
farm, opened a small store; and shortly
thereafter, when the Galveston, Harris-
burg, and San Antonio Railway built
through the area and established a
water-pumping station, the community
began to grow. In 1906, this store be-
came the very first Fabens post office.

The town of Fabens itself, when you
think about the name ‘‘Fabens,”” where
did that come from? It was named for
George Fabens, an officer with the
Southern Pacific Railroad.

In 1910, Fabens had just a few section
houses for the railroad employees and
two stores; and in 1914, the estimated
population was only about 100, but the
next few years brought many to the

area as people began fleeing the Mexi-
can Revolution.

The town site was laid out in 1911,
but the development didn’t really hap-
pen until the Fabens Townsite and Im-
provement Company bought it in 1915.
The completion in 1956 of the Franklin
Canal and the subsequent rise in cotton
prices during World War I attracted a
number of wealthy visitors to the area.

The rolling fields of the area, nestled
in the shadow of the mountains to the
west and immediately adjacent to the
Rio Grande, were and still are perfect
for farming.

The estimated population rose from
50 in 1925 to 2,000 2 years later, despite
a major flood at that time. The price of
cotton dropping and going up has all
impacted Fabens. During the Great De-
pression, the estimated population of
Fabens fell to 1,600. But in the early
1930s, as the Depression took hold, it
fell and fell; but at the end of the 1930s,
by about 1939, it had started an upward
trend again.

In April of 1972, Fabens served as the
location for the filming of the Sam
Peckinpah film, ‘“The Getaway.”” The
crime drama starred Steve McQueen
and Ali MacGraw. Movie scenes were
shot in the area and included explo-
sions and car chases and shootouts.
The film became a success and earned a
big sum for those days of $25 million at
the box office.

Today Fabens is also home to one of
west Texas’ most popular and famous
restaurants, the Cattleman’s Steak-
house. The steakhouse serves delicious
food, and it too has played a role in
several movies.

Fabens is also the home of jockey
Bill Shoemaker.

As I indicated earlier, kids in Fabens
are served by the Fabens Independent
School District and are known as the
Wildcats. Many teachers in the Fabens
ISD got their degrees from my own
alma mater, my college alma mater,
Sul Ross State University. Perhaps
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that is part of the reason I always feel
s0 at home in visiting Fabens.

The next time you are in the 23rd
District of Texas, I invite you too to
visit Fabens, to enjoy the hospitality,
to see the sights, and to learn the his-
tory of Fabens and all of west Texas.

———

UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES OF
OBAMACARE CONTINUE TO PILE
UP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to offer half a cheer for the recent news
that the benchmark price for a ‘‘silver”
level ObamaCare plan will drop very
slightly in FY 2015. Why only half a
cheer? As economics writer Megan
McCardle recently noted:

Contrary to optimistic early reports, that
doesn’t mean that everyone’s costs are fall-
ing. Consumers will have to be attentive to
make sure that their costs don’t go up. The
worse news: we won’t actually know what ef-
fect the Affordable Care Act is having on in-
surance prices until 2017, when a bunch of
temporary subsidies for insurers expire.

She goes on to note that the various
“risk corridors’” and other incentives
which the Obama administration cre-
ated to get insurers to participate in
ObamaCare are preventing us from
knowing the real cost of the Presi-
dent’s disastrous health care law.
McCardle writes:

Right now, it’s just not very risky for in-
surers to write a policy that loses a bunch of
money because your losses are capped at a
few percent. Starting in 2017, all that
changes. Insurers are going to need to price
policies with the expectation of making
money and the fear of losing it.

Mr. Speaker, I will pause for a mo-
ment to note that socialized losses
combined with private profits are a
hallmark of the crony capitalism of
the ObamaCare era. Sadly, even in
these heavily subsidized years, Ameri-
cans are still suffering from price
shock on their health insurance plan.
As a constituent recently wrote to me:

Virginia, here we go again. I just received
a letter from my health insurance carrier
that my policy will no longer be available
after December 31, 2014, due to not being
ACA compliant. I will now be looking at
$600-a-month premiums as I am not eligible
for a subsidy because I could go on my wife’s
policy for $650 a month. $600 would be over 20
percent of my take-home pay. We need your
help to keep our current plan as promised or
change the ACA.

ObamacCare’s problems extend beyond
high prices. I recently received a letter
from a constituent—a middle-aged
woman recovering from breast cancer—
who was simultaneously dealing with
the consequences of ObamaCare and
the Obama economy.

In 2013, I was laid off from a job I had for
almost 8 years. I opened a business instead of
drawing unemployment. This year, the build-
ing I was leasing was sold and the new own-
ers would not let me stay. My life savings
went into building this and now it was gone.
No money to start over about the same time
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I find I had breast cancer. I had tried to sign
up for ObamaCare months before, but be-
cause my husband and I file our taxes sepa-
rately, I did not qualify for subsidies regard-
less of my income. So here I am, no insur-
ance, no income, with breast cancer. I do not
qualify for disability because I don’t expect
to be disabled for at least 12 months. I do not
qualify for Medicaid because of the guide-
lines for that.

I have paid my taxes and worked hard all
my life and my government does not care
about that.

Is this messed up or what?

Mr. Speaker, the law is messed up.
The unintended consequences of
ObamaCare continue to pile up for
hardworking Americans across the
country. When will this administration
learn that it does not have the knowl-
edge or ability to effectively, effi-
ciently, and fairly manage the eco-
nomic and health care choices of over
300 million Americans from Wash-
ington?

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 10
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MESSER) at 2 p.m.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God of the universe, we
give You thanks for giving us another
day. We thank You that You give us a
share in Your creative work, having
endowed each with unique and impor-
tant talents.

On this day we ask Your blessing on
the men and women of the people’s
House who have been entrusted with
the care of this great Nation’s people.
Because of the great blessings You
have bestowed on our Nation, may we
embrace the opportunity to build a bet-
ter world beyond our borders as well.

As another election approaches,
Members are understandably focused
on their campaigns. Give them the en-
ergy and courage to remain focused as
well on the demands of office facing
them now. This is difficult, but our Na-
tion and our world have many issues
calling for attention, and these few
have the privilege of addressing them
with some hope of bringing resolution
that may be of benefit to us all.

May all they do this day be for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
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last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
Pi1TTs) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PITTS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
ELKS 125TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I want to
congratulate the Lancaster Elks Lodge
on their 125 years of service to our
community.

The Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks was founded in 1868, and just
over 2 decades later, the Lancaster
branch first met, growing from 24
members at the beginning to more
than 600 today.

For nearly 150 years now, Elks have
engaged in service to their commu-
nities, focused on veterans, youth, and
our Nation.

The Elks count among their past
members a number of distinguished
Americans, including five men who
served as Speaker of this House.

Nationwide, the organization donates
$3.656 million to send kids to college.
Locally, the Lancaster Elks are known
for their children’s sports leagues and
events.

The Elks support our local veterans
and servicemembers, making sure that
they are honored for their dedication
to our country.

Thank you again to the Lancaster
Elks for their contributions to our
community. I am looking forward to
celebrating this great anniversary with
them on November 1.

——————

THE AUGUST JOBS REPORT

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the August
jobs report is out, and it contains more
bad news. The 6-month trend creating
200,000-plus jobs is over.

Consider that in order to return to
its previous pre-recession levels, the
economy needs to add more than
380,000 private sector jobs every month.
200,000 is barely half of the needed
number, and this month we dropped to
142,000 new jobs.

This ‘‘new normal” might be okay
for Washington and the booming public
sector, but it is not okay with the mil-
lions of Americans struggling to find
work and the millions more who have
given up looking altogether.
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